What is a Missional Community?
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To understand what a missional community is, we must first ask the who question. The moment we
begin to think of a missional community as simply a combination of different activities or functions, we
can be seduced into placing too much confidence in our own strategies instead of simply being who God
has made us. The who gives power and direction to what a missional community is and does.

One of the central messages of the New Testament is that God changes us by changing our identities, our
sense of self-definition. Jesus says, “You are the light of the world. You are the salt of the earth.” Peter
declares, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.” Paul starts many of his letters reminding the people of God of who they are in Christ,
before he calls them to do anything. So what is the who of missional communities?

Missional communities are a sent people who connect with God, do life together and receive power from
the Holy Spirit to partner with God to accomplish his purposes in our neighborhoods and in the world.
Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, [ am sending you.” And then he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”

We see throughout scripture that God is on mission. God is a sending God. He took the initiative to pursue
us, coming into our world, seeking, wooing, calling and restoring. It was the Father who sent the Son, and
the Father and Son that sent the Spirit.

Missional Communities are defined by their identity. They are not so much groups of people with a
mission, as much as they are a sent people, sent to be disciples of Jesus in the world and for the sake of the
world. They are mid-sized groups [20 - 50] living out their “sentness” together in specific missional
spaces; learning to live in the way of Jesus; bringing God’s love, forgiveness, compassion and justice to
specific people and neighborhoods. Missional communities carry their worship of God into every moment
and space of life, from the marketplace to the neighborhood, bringing the blessing of Christ with them.

Missional communities do life together and equip one another to:

Live Out Our Calling

Walk With God

Incarnate the Good News

Pursue Wholeness in Community
Inhabit the Sacred Text

G Wi

Answering the who question gives power and direction to the what question. Living out our identity as a
sent people - to specific groups of people - is the core of what a missional community is all about.

Find this and other missional community resources online at www.vergenetwork.org



