What is a Missional Community?
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The church is not sent on a mission by God, rather God is on a mission and the church is called to join him.
This is an important distinction, as much of what the church is about is trying to do stuff for God instead

of letting Him do stuff through us. The mission is not the church’s—it is the Missio Dei, or “mission of God”
that we are called to be part of. From Gen to Rev God is seen clearly on a pursuit to redeem humankind
from the bondage of sin and death. The pursuit of this mission must take us beyond the walls of our
church buildings out into the places where people live and work.

Missional activist Alan Hirsch says, “A missional theology is not content with mission being a church-
based work. Rather, it applies to the whole of life of every believer. Every disciple is to be an agent of the
kingdom of God, and every disciple is to carry the mission of God into every sphere of life. We are all
missionaries sent into a non-Christian culture.”

A missional community is a spiritual family (community) with the Spirit of Christ in their midst, called
out to join Him on His mission to the ends of the earth. When people encounter Jesus, alive and present as
King, they get a taste of God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. One cannot have the God of the
Scriptures and not have His mission. Because a missional community is a spiritual family, by necessity it
must be a smaller group.

A missional community is the spiritual family that has the Missio Dei in its DNA. This community may
have formed for the mission with church members or, better yet, as a result of the gospel transforming
the loves of people outside of the church. It is usually found in a place where life happens—a home, a
place of business, a dormitory or a cell block. It is a community made up of followers in pursuit of Jesus
and His mission.

A missional community does not exist for a task or simply for one another, but for Jesus—the Head. All
community and all mission flows out from that connection with Jesus. A small group that meets together
simply to fulfill a task will be short lived, one-sided and not holistic. A small group that meets simply to
have community life is just as out of balance. Christ is the glue and the source of direction and energy for
all life change and movement.

The DNA of a missional community is:

1. Divine Truth—the presence of the Spirit of Jesus and His Word
2. Nurturing Relationships—the many one anothers found in the NT
3. Apostolic Mission—being sent ones, individually and as a community.

All three elements must be at the core of every agent of God’s kingdom. Remove a single leg from this
three-legged stool and it all collapses. When the community comes together each one carrying the same
DNA then the community as a whole has a healthy DNA in every part. It is vitally important that the
missional community begin with the right DNA.

Find this and other missional community resources online at www.vergenetwork.org



